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Virtual Symposium: A New Generation of Human Security 
 

Dates: 8-11 June 2021 
 

Concept Note 
 

Background 
The world is facing an inflection point in the development landscape. Apart from causing more than 2.5 
million direct deaths over the past year, the Covid-19 pandemic has caused a sharp reversal in human 
development after decades of progress. Insecurities have touched nearly every person in the world. 

In this environment, Human Security appears as a top priority of national and international policy making. 
The concept was pioneered by the Human Development Report in 1994, enriched by the Ogata-Sen 
Commission in 2001-2003 (and the Human Security Now Report in 2003), and mainstreamed by the GA 
resolution 66/290 in 2012, stating that “human security is an approach to assist Member States in 
identifying and addressing widespread and cross-cutting challenges to the survival, livelihood and dignity 
of people”.   

In retrospective, the visionary idea of human security came in a period of relative stability and progress. 
Today, the world needs a new generation of Human Security to navigate unprecedented transformations. 
This is a world that faces new interconnected challenges from natural and social systems. With ‘business 
as usual’, human pressures on the planet will likely exacerbate global warming, natural disasters, and the 
loss of biodiversity, which can lead to a new set of risks so far unknown to humanity. Societies under 
pressure may tolerate inequalities, fuelling political polarization as well as multiple forms of violent 
conflict.   

Not all of this is new, and neither is it all caused by Covid-19. Although the global economy was still 
expanding and international conflicts were at a historic low before the onset of the pandemic, hunger was 
on the rise and so were the human and economic costs of natural disasters. People were on the streets 
protesting inequality, climate change, and discrimination. The underlying drivers behind these trends are 
structural, and they are likely to intensify as the pandemic takes its course.  

Amidst this context of increased structural challenges that constitute existential risks for humanity, it is 
indispensable to rapidly endow people around the world with new tools to advance human development 
and human security.  

The Human Development Report Office is organizing a Symposium on the New Generation of Human 
Security to inform the preparation of a Special Report that will push the analytical frontier on human 
security with a forward-looking lens, and suggest policy options for a bold systemic response to the risks 
that societies are facing around the globe.  
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The specific issues to be covered during the Symposium include those that have come to light or 
intensified after the publication of the Human Security Now Report in 2003, and especially those that are 
expected to persist beyond the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. For example,  

• Structural changes to human security threats: threats that have emerged on the one hand 

from the Anthropocene challenges and on the other hand from the digital age 

• Threats to human security: violent conflicts and crime, specifically a new form of violent 

conflicts with an increased number of civilian casualties, as well as organized crime and 

related citizen insecurity. 

• Human insecurity as a threat to human development, including topics such as economic 

security, health, domestic violence, dignity, multidimensional inequalities, discrimination, 

and polarization. 

• The way forward: new aspirations and new responses during challenging times, focussed 

on revisiting the concept of human security and identifying potential policy responses to 

people’s aspirations in the 21st century. 

Discussions will cover conceptual and normative issues, including the role of dignity and human rights, 
and measurements. There will be a strong focus on policy-making, given that the overall purpose of the 
Symposium is to gather ideas about how to create a setting of human security in which people all over 
the world can develop their full potential without leaving anyone behind. 
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Agenda 
 
 

Tuesday, 8 June, 8:30am - 12:00pm EDT/ 2:30pm – 6:00pm CET 

Location: Virtual  

8:30-8:40am Opening remarks 

- Pedro Conceição, Director Human Development Report Office, UNDP 

- Senator Keizo Takemi, Member of the House of Councillors of the 
Japanese Parliament, Co-Chair of the High-Level Advisory Panel for the 
Special Report on Human Security 

Session 1: Structural changes to human security threats – The Anthropocene with lurking 
pandemics and the Digital Age 

During the past decades, most societies have witnessed important structural changes. On the one 
hand, the planet is changing as a result of constant human pressures. As a consequence, humans 
are increasingly experiencing unpredictable natural hazards, but they will most likely also be exposed 
to unknown illnesses or even pandemics. It is not only the constant global warming and its effects on 
nature, but also the risk of extinction of several species and the depletion and contamination of natural 
resources that risk long-term food security, health, and sustainable peace and stability. These can be 
summarized into anthropogenic risks to human security. On the other hand, there are multiple types 
of threats that have emerged during the digital age, including digital inequality, cyberattacks and data 
fraud or theft, precarious jobs, and digital power concentration. Since the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, humanity has relied on technologies more than ever, so that related threats have 
intensified, leading to increased inequalities and insecurities around the globe. 

8:40 – 8:45 Framing, introduction, and moderation 

Heriberto Tapia, Policy Specialist, Human Development Report Office, UNDP  

8:45 -11:10 Presentations and panel discussions 

Keynote speakers 

Dr. Shen Xiaomeng, Director of the UNU Institute for Environment and Human 
Security (UNU-EHS) and UNU Vice-Rector in Europe 

Dr. Vivienne Ming, Co-founder & Executive Chair, Socos Labs 

Panellists 

- Dr. Uma Rani, Senior Economist at the Research Department, International 
Labour Office (ILO) 

- Dr. Raul Katz, President, Telecom Advisory Services LLC 

- Prof. Erika Kraemer-Mbula, Professor of Economics, DST/NRF/Newton Fund 
Trilateral Chair in Transformative Innovation, the 4IR and Sustainable 
Development, Johannesburg Business School 
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- Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) 

- Ms. Tildy Stokes, Co-Founder of the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Future 
Generations and Freelance Political Consultant on Extreme Risks 

- Mr. Dan Smith, Director, Stockholm International, Peace Research Institute 

11:10 – 11:15 Break 

11:15 – 12:00 Open discussion 

- Q&A 

- Wrap up and take-away points by moderators 

Wednesday, 9 June, 8:30am - 11:30am EDT/ 2:30pm - 5:30pm CET 

Location: Virtual 

Session 2: Threats to human security: violent conflicts and crime 

In the post-Cold War setting, the innovation of the concept of human security consisted in moving 
away from national protection towards individual security, emphasizing freedom from want and 
freedom from fear. Since the 1990s, armed conflicts have increasingly happened within countries 
instead of between countries, which has reduced traditional tools of coercive diplomacy and 
deterrence in conflict prevention and resolution, though the threat of nuclear, chemical, and biological 
warfare has certainly not disappeared. It has also significantly increased the number of civilian 
casualties with a disproportionate impact on women and children. The consequences of these ‘new 
wars’ put human insecurity at risk world-wide, as they can be a source of tension at borders, cause 
displacement and refugee crises, and constitute breeding grounds for terrorism. Another form of 
violence that has been threatening human security for decades is organized crime, including street/ 
gang violence, that has led to a significant number of homicides in some countries. In some parts of 
the world, this is a threat that brings violence directly to peoples’ front doors and can thus significantly 
increase the perception of insecurity.  

8:30 – 8:35 Framing, introduction, and moderation 

President Laura Chinchilla, former President of Costa Rica and Co-Chair of the 
High-Leven Advisory Panel for the Special Report on Human Security 

8:35 -10:35 Presentations and panel discussions 

Keynote speakers 

Prof. Mary Kaldor, Professor Emerita of Global Governance and Director of the 
Conflict Research Programme, London School of Economics 

Prof. Michael Barnett, Professor of International Affairs and Political Science, 
Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University  

Panellists 

- Dr. Toby Ord, Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy at Oxford University 
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- Mr. Koji Makino, Deputy Director, JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute 
for Peace and Development, Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA)  

- Dr. Khalid Abu-Ismail, Senior Economist on Poverty, Inequality and 
Human Development, United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA) and Joaquin Salido Marcos, Economic 
Affairs Officer, Conflict Prevention and Governance Cluster, UN-ESCWA  

- Prof. Andreas Feldmann, Associate Professor, Department of Political 
Science University of Illinois at Chicago 

- Dr. Joana Monteiro, Head of the Center for Applied Research to Public 
Safety, Getulio Vargas Foundation, Rio de Janeiro 

10:35 -10:40 Break 

10:40 – 11:30 Open discussion 

- Q&A 

- Wrap up and take-away points by moderators  

Thursday, 10 June, 8:30am - 11:30am EDT/ 2:30pm - 5:30pm CET 

Location: Virtual 

Session 3: Human insecurity as a threat to human development 

Most forms of human insecurities threaten progress in human development. This session will take 
a deep dive into how some of these threats are interlinked and reinforcing. Topics include 
economic security, public health, domestic violence, and inequalities, especially horizontal 
inequalities that affect women, ethnic groups, LGBTI people, and people with disabilities, among 
others. Established historical analysis as well as recent protests around the world have shown that 
horizontal inequalities, which often go hand in hand with discrimination and/or political polarization, 
can trigger physical violence and even armed conflict. Some of these insecurities have intensified 
during the Covid- 19 pandemic as general tension has built up throughout societies and 
inequalities have been revealed or even increased. Particular attention will be devoted to threats 
to human dignity that can further increase human insecurities while diminishing human 
development. 
 

8:30 – 8:35 Framing, introduction, and moderation 

Mr. Yukio Takasu, UNSG Special Adviser on Human Security 

8:35 -10:45 Presentations and panel discussions 

Keynote speakers 

Prof. Frances Stewart, Professor Emeritus of Development Economics, 
University of Oxford 
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Prof. James Foster, Oliver T. Carr, Jr. Professor of International Affairs, Professor 
of Economics, and Co-Director of the Institute for International Economic Policy 
at George Washington University 

Panellists 

- Prof. Staffan Lindberg, Founding Director of the V-Dem Institute, 
Department of Political Science, University of Gothenburg 

- Dr. Rachel Gisselquist, Senior Research Fellow, United Nations 
University World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-
WIDER) 

- Dr. Lincoln C. Chen, President Emeritus, China Medical Board, USA 

- Dr. Racha Ramadan, Associate Professor at the Economics Department, 
Faculty of Economics and Political Science (FEPS), Cairo University 

- Prof. Siri Rustadt, Research Director, Peace Research Institute Oslo 
(PRIO) 

- Prof. Oscar A. Gómez, Assistant Professor, College of Asia Pacific 
Studies, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Beppu, Japan 

10:45 -10:50 Break 

10:50 – 11:30 Open discussion 

- Q&A 

- Wrap up and take-away points by moderators  

Friday, 11 June, 8:30am - 12:00am EDT/ 2:30pm - 6:00pm CET 

Location: Virtual 

Session 4: The way forward: new aspirations and new responses during challenging times 

The previous sessions have shown that threats to human security have become much more complex 
during the 21st century in the light of a raging pandemic that has put the world on hold for over a year 
now, but also considering changes in extreme weather and natural disasters, as well as structural 
changes to the economy and our ways to communicate using new technologies. Within this context, 
the concept of human security will be revisited together with an overall appraisal of the previous 
sessions and the aim to identify policy options at the national and international level. Recognizing that 
no country will be able to solve all threats to human security by itself, the final session will aim at 
identifying opportunities to cooperate and to respond to people’s aspirations of the 21st century, with 
the ultimate goal of building stronger and more cohesive societies in the post-Covid- 19 era. 

8:30 – 8:35 Framing, introduction, and moderation 

Christina Lengfelder, Research Analyst, Human Development Report Office, 
UNDP  

8:35 -10:55 Presentations and panel discussions 

Keynote speakers 
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Prof. Anne-Marie Slaughter, CEO of New America and Bert G. Kerstetter '66 
University Professor Emerita of Politics and International Affairs, Princeton 
University 

Prof. Des Gasper, Professor of Human Development, Development Ethics and 
Public Policy, ISS of Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Panellists 

- Prof. Anne-Marie Goetz, Clinical Professor, Center for Global Affairs, New 
York University (NYU) 

- Prof. Toshiya Hoshino, Osaka School of International Public Policy, 
Osaka University 

- Ms. Alison Fahey, Interim Executive Director, J-PAL Middle East and 
North Africa 

- Prof. Shahrbanou Tadjbakhsh, Researcher and Lecturer, Sciences Po, 
Paris School of International Affairs  

- Mr. Pablo Ruiz Hiebra, Senior Peacebuilding Advisor, UNDP Colombia 

10:55 -11:00 Break 

11:00 – 11:50 Open discussion 

- Q&A 

- Wrap up and take-away points by moderators  

11:50 – 12:00 - Final remarks. Closure of Symposium, Pedro Conceição, Director Human 

Development Report Office, UNDP 

 


